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Research Article
The Relationship between Love, the Perfection of the Soul, and the

Behavioral Manifestations of the Lover in the Thought of Ibn Sina
and Mulla Sadra

Fateme Soleimani Darehbaghi'  zahra Mirzakarimi’

Doi:
10.30497/ap.2024.246528.1689 ONOIS
Abstract

Love, which is the joy arising from the presence of beauty, is divided into two
kinds—true and metaphorical—and is regarded as one of the ways through which
the soul attains perfection. True love refers to the intense affection for God’s
essence and attributes, while metaphorical love denotes affection for beings other
than God. The latter itself is divided into two types: psychic (nafsant) and animal.
According to Ibn Stna, psychic love originates from the essential affinity between
the souls of the lover and the beloved, whereas animal love stems from the desire
for bodily pleasure and lust. Mulla Sadra, however, maintains that the root of
psychic love lies in the union of the lover’s and beloved’s souls through the
appreciation and representation of inner and outer beauty. Since psychic
metaphorical love refines the inner self of the lover, it can serve as a pathway to
true love, as it prepares the soul to receive higher perfections. From Ibn Sa’s
perspective, the true perfection of the human being is the complete attainment of
God, the connection with ultimate perfections, and the immediate grasp of all
truths of existence. Mulla Sadra, by relying on his three fundamental principles—
gradation of existence, substantial motion, and the unity of the intellect and the
intelligible—provides an extensive explanation of human existential perfection
and introduces the ultimate goal of humanity as attaining the station of fana’ fi
Allah (annihilation in God). Among the fruits of love are the removal of
egocentrism, the creation of courage in the lover, the cultivation of generosity,
the perfection of the soul, the manifestation of remarkable inner potentials, and
the attainment of spiritual joy.

Keywords: Love, Perfection of the Soul, Ibn Stna, Mulla Sadra

1. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Islamic Theology, Imam Sadiq
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Research Article

The Printaphysics of the Flying Man: A New Reading of Avicenna’s
Rationalistic Philosophy in al-Isharat wa-I-Tanbthat'

Seyyed Ahmad Hosseini?

Doi:
Doi: 10.30497/ap.2025.248348.1741 @ @ @
Abstract

This paper offers a new reading of Avicenna’s al-Isharat wa-I-Tanbihat. It argues
that this work, despite its brevity, is not a mere summary of Avicenna’s
philosophy but rather his attempt to present a distinctive “pre-physics” or a purely
rational metaphysics. In al-Isharat, Avicenna deliberately engages with
philosophical questions that can be addressed solely by rational analysis, without
recourse to empirical observation or the study of nature. Thus, logic and physics
in this work serve primarily as methodological foundations for a metaphysics
established a priori. The metaphysical discussions in al-Isharat include topics
such as self-awareness, the proof of the Necessary Existent, its attributes, and its
acts. Within this framework, the thought experiment of the “Flying Man” plays a
central role in grounding Avicenna’s rationalist epistemology and his pre-natural
metaphysics. Beginning in the third namat, Avicenna articulates his rationalist
approach, which develops into a metaphysical system encompassing the proof of
the Necessary Existent, its attributes, its immediate causation, and the emanative
order of intellects and celestial spheres. In the later namats, Avicenna also
discusses human felicity, which he identifies with the perfection of the Flying
Man or the intellect in its disembodied state.

Keywords: Necessary Existent, self-awareness, logic, physics, metaphysics,
rationalism, mysticism.

1. The initial version and abstract of the present article, entitled “The Printaphysics of the
Flying Man: Towards a New Reading of Avicenna’s al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat,” was
presented at the “International Conference on Philosophical Anthropology in Ibn Sina,”
which was held in February 2022 at the Iranian Institute of Philosophy.

2. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Islamic Wisdom, Azarbaijan
Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, East Azerbaijan, Iran.
ahmadhosseinee@azaruniv.ac.ir
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Abstract

One of the issues raised in the discussion of the cognitive faculties, specifically
under the five external senses, is the problem of the common sensibles. A common
sensible refers to a kind of perceptible that is grasped by all, or at least some, of the
external senses and is not exclusive to any single one of them. In De Anima,
Aristotle, alongside his treatment of the proper sensibles of each sense, also pays
attention to the common sensibles and discusses them under several headings: the
nature of the common sensible, whether it is perceived essentially or accidentally,
its mediated character, its instances, and the lack of necessity for an independent
sensory faculty dedicated to it. Ibn Sina, in the Kitab al-Shifa’ (The Book of
Healing), both modifies some of Aristotle’s discussions on the common sensibles
and raises issues that Aristotle did not address. In explaining the nature of the
common sensible, he refines Aristotle’s definition; regarding the question of
whether it is perceived essentially or accidentally, he offers a more precise account
of what counts as an essential percept; and in relation to its mediated character, he
shows how this very mediation can be employed as proof of its essential nature.
Moreover, he expands the range of instances of the common sensibles. Finally,
concerning the independence of a separate sense faculty for perceiving the common
sensibles, he presents a specific argument for the impossibility of such a faculty.

Keywords: common sensibles, perception, Aristotle, Ibn Sina.
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1. But yet neither of the common things which by each sense we perceive according to accident,
for instance, motion, rest, figure, magnitude, number, unity, is there able to be some proper sense
organ.

2. Further, there cannot be a special sense-organ for the common sensibles either, i.e. the objects
which we perceive incidentally through this or that special sense, e.g. movement, rest, figure,
magnitude, number, unity. (425a 14)
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Abstract

Political naturalism is a foundational approach in Aristotle’s political philosophy,
manifested through three principal doctrines: the political nature of human beings,
the natural existence of the political community, and the natural precedence of the
political community over individuals. These doctrines significantly influence his
other political teachings. Furthermore, due to this approach and the connection
Aristotle establishes between nature and telos (purpose), politics in his thought is
intrinsically linked with ethics and ethical ends. This study seeks to answer the
question of whether a naturalistic interpretation of Avicenna’s socio-political thought
is possible—particularly in light of contemporary debates on Aristotle’s
philosophy—and in what sense. It becomes evident that although Avicenna does not
explicitly reference Aristotle’s three aforementioned political doctrines, by gathering
his scattered remarks and extracting their implications, one can ascribe to him a form
of political naturalism. Avicenna, too, considers the formation of political society to
be rooted in a kind of necessity or practical compulsion among humans for mutual
cooperation in fulfilling their needs. He regards the existence of a political
community governed by law as a precondition for the realization of human existence,
the survival of the human species, and the attainment of human perfections. Thus, if
Aristotle’s political naturalism is interpreted through a teleological lens—where the
Greek polis is conceived as a plurality of citizens whose natural end (telos) as human
beings is achieved only through self-sufficiency within such a community, and the
political community is therefore deemed a natural entity prior to its individual
members—then Avicenna’s socio-political thought can be interpreted as an
extension of Aristotle’s political naturalism.
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End, Political Naturalism.
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Abstract

The problem of motion and change is one of the most central topics in both
physics and metaphysics, and it has been a subject of contemplation for most
philosophers from ancient Greece to the modern era. However, the existence,
essence (quiddity), and the manner of explaining or establishing the reality of
motion remain subjects of debate among philosophers. Avicenna, like many
philosophers, discussed motion extensively. After providing a general definition
of motion and proposing two meanings for it, he argues that only one of these
meanings—medial motion—exists externally, while the other—traversal
motion—exists only in the human imagination. A question that has been largely
neglected is why Avicenna made this distinction, ultimately affirming the
external realization of medial motion, and what is the precise place of this
distinction within his philosophical system? This article, which employs a
descriptive-analytical method with a documentary approach, seeks to address this
gap. Ultimately, the study concludes that Avicenna’s conception of the reality of
motion is capable of resolving various philosophical challenges concerning the
topic, even though he himself did not explicitly set out to do so and was merely
focused on analyzing the external and mental realization of motion.

Keywords: medial motion, traversal motion, substantial motion, generation and
corruption, Avicenna.
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3. Leap

4. The instantaneous and non-gradual change



1£+£ Ol 9 sl VN 65lads F3 8190 (6 i C> ade dolidadss 1A

Tousa 5 Sl Ol s el Ogmen Obgds I S 1 b 12U
33 S e S gl e Ol IS > slal, 5l S s SIS oS >
Db sl Sl o el aadad 5wl s 0SS & sl L S 2 sy e
Sl 5 055 b Ol sl ks oS > w5l 2T s oS Conloiploni| Ll oo 5
Lo ool s Lgme 5 demite 3 Lo |y &S > WS adas oS > |5 cdas el
Jeloi 53 0155 03 WU 5 3550 0ke 3l S = 03 52 Il JleS a5 ¢ adad &S > 45 O 36
g5 ol s O add o St 5 bty S 515l 5 e | OF &S > (gslazsl
Sl el dlie l 5 e ol Sl el O o 3 Sl g3l e 5 Lol
Al plin 53 15 o 45 3505 L) (Sa2a il 3 e S bl G ) gl e

Al s slaazonl |

&b
s T A 13 () ) (D) i (B) 60 0) bl sy L

Oy o8l Lzl 10l Sed . (\WVA) Dl oy o sy

2 oS Oy 103 gt s SLLEYLOYAY) dlde e Lyl

M 03 (@SS 0 o) Ll (B 2) e s

MR8 OMITYY (i jne asldhad cada i 5 amlad &S > 53 iags (VTAY) Jedess  Leland

el ol CaS aalidoms oMo 5 b sl (Gaindd 53 Oloy 5 S = s L(1¥A0) il ¢ Sl
AV=£+ (YVA

gl e (VM) Ol Ml SLiST 0T e op dedess (s5lg S0
Aol iy el

Ll 2018 (7 A) sl i Ao slial] Ol O g0 (VWAE) dames sl (sin J5

b e asllas cadans g5 g adss oS > sy B OYAV) Lo, dicas ;53 games ¢ e

ATE-44 YY) (el

1 .unity
2. Ipseity



173 oyl A0 § Ao puol /... § dualad § ddawsi 4 CI yo> i 212

PP WY 44..,14...»_93 9 4.3;]4_3 C,Sf J.:bu" 9 o .(\Y"\V)szw)u U\ I VOO S gaes (S
AY-NAYONY o 5 Ol sl

Y-\ ‘(Y")‘\ ckL.‘iJsu @.T MLLa.‘) ch.:.wu.s\ dw BL) C,SJ?- 2499 d"‘ (\Y‘/\/\)é.k@.a JJ.‘B‘ g_s"""

aK;.Z\J J.«,.LA (@:.aj 9 4.4./\.5404\.) ‘L.SM\) ja.:w-) uﬁj/mcfﬁ (\Y’OY’) BV cé)\;u bLiSJL:A
.vLé.»ML L;N))Jé

Dl o Dokl s DAY ple S4S o] Em L] (VYAY) o ppdazen ol 50 (55

Ackrill, J. L. (1963). Aristotle: Categories and De Interpretatione. Oxford:
Clarendon Press.

Ahmed, Asad Q. (2016). The reception of avicenna's theory of motion in the twelfth
century. Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, 26(2), 215-243.

McGinnis, J. (2006a). “A medieval Arabic analysis of motion at an instant: the
Avicennan sources to the forma fluens/fluxus formae debate”. British Journal
for the History of Science, 39(2), 189-205.

McGinnis, Jon (ed.) (2004). Interpreting Avicenna: Science and Philosophy in
Medieval Islam: Proceedings of the Second Conference of the Avicenna Study
Group. Brill: Brill.

Ross, W. D. (1936). Aristotle’s Physics. Philosophy, 11(43), 352-354.

Hussey, Edward (1983). Aristotle's Physics, Books III and IV. Oxford: Clarendon
Press.

Reeve, C. D. C. (2018). Aristotle's Physics. Cambridge: Hackett Publishing
Company Inc.






I}

b
: ;.5? Biannual Scientific Journal of Avicennian Philosophy
o Vol. 29, No. 73/ Spring & Summer 2025
Research Article
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Abstract

Throughout the history of philosophy, the doctrine of reincarnation has been
proposed as a way to explain the reward or punishment of human actions and the
longing for immortality. According to this view, after death the human soul
transmigrates into the body of another human or animal, a process said to occur
on the basis of compatibility between the soul and the moral dispositions acquired
by that body. Ibn Sina is among the philosophers who examined and refuted this
theory. He rejects the claim that the human soul can attach to another body by
advancing two arguments: first, that such a hypothesis would require two rational
souls to be united in one body; and second, that in the absence of a suitable bodily
instrument, the soul would be unable to perform its proper functions. Both
consequences, he argues, are impossible. Professor Fayyazi has raised objections
to these arguments. However, in the authors’ view, a careful reconsideration of
Ibn Sina’s philosophical foundations shows that his position can still be defended
and that Fayyazi’s criticisms can be adequately addressed.

Keywords: Ibn Sina (Avicenna), reincarnation (tanasukh), rational soul (nafs
natiqa), body, Fayyazi.
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Research Article

Stable Cognitions in the Thought of Avicenna

Fataneh TavanaPanah!

10.30497/ap.2025.247488.1711 @c‘ﬁ
Abstract

In Avicenna’s philosophy, knowledge and cognitions are considered from the
perspective of stability and persistence, discussed within the framework of
malakat (dispositions). Another aspect of this issue concerns the role of repetition
and habit in the formation of such dispositions and their impact on knowledge
and awareness. This study seeks to answer questions such as: How can repetition
and habit lead to the establishment of stable cognitions? Avicenna introduces
two main classifications in approaching the realm of stable cognitions. First, he
distinguishes qualities, forms, and psychic states as either natural or acquired.
Within the acquired category, he emphasizes the function of repetition and habit
in shaping firm and enduring cognitions. In a second classification, Avicenna
divides psychic qualities according to their locus and degree of persistence: those
in the rational soul may either be so deeply rooted that their dissolution is
difficult, or even impossible, or they may be easily subject to change and
transformation. He terms the first type malaka (disposition), and the second Aal
(transient state). In al-Shifa’ (The Book of Healing), particularly in the logical
section on Categories, Avicenna states that sciences and virtues are themselves a
kind of disposition, which highlights his emphasis on the cultivation of
dispositions and the formation of stable cognitions. This study, employing a
descriptive—analytical method, explains Avicenna’s view of the “naturalization
of knowledge and sciences” in connection with the process of disposition-
formation, since dispositions are regarded as a “second nature.”

Keywords: stable cognitions, disposition (malaka), Avicenna, habit.

1. PhD in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author). tavana@ut.ac.ir
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Abstract

The semantics of ethics, as a branch of moral philosophy, examines the meaning
of concepts such as humility. Peripatetic philosophers, following Aristotle’s
doctrine of the mean, regard virtue as a balance between extremes. From their
perspective, humility lies between the two vices of excess and deficiency in
modesty—namely, humiliation and arrogance. Some Peripatetics interpret
humility as an individual trait, while others explain it in relation to social status.
Each approach is further divided into three views: humility as an inner
disposition, as an external behavior, or as a combination of both. Within this
framework, both humiliation and arrogance are considered moral vices. In
contrast, Islamic ethics allows for certain exceptions: humiliation before God and
arrogance toward the arrogant or hostile enemies are considered praiseworthy.
Accordingly, humility must be defined in a way that encompasses these
dimensions. The most comprehensive definition of humility is modesty before
the Absolute Superior, whose true instance is humility before God. God’s
superiority is complete and real by virtue of His role as the giver of existence.
Other forms of humility derive their value from, and achieve their highest
perfection through, this fundamental humility before God.

Keywords: Peripatetic philosophy, moral philosophy, humility, arrogance,
humiliation.
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Research Article

On the Equivocality of the Divine Attributes of Will, Life, and
Power: A Critical Examination of Ibn Sina’s Perspective!
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Abstract

In his explanation of the divine attributes—particularly the three attributes of will,
life, and power—Ibn Sina regards these attributes as meaningful and makes a
serious effort to clarify their sense. Nevertheless, the structure of his analysis leads
to the conclusion that, with respect to these attributes, there is only an equivocal
relation between God and human beings. In examining the reasons for this
approach, two possibilities emerge. The first concerns Ibn Stna’s position on the
absolute distinction between the existence of God and that of creatures. However,
a review of his writings shows that this cannot be considered the main reason for
his view on the equivocality of the divine attributes. The second possibility lies in
the semantic domain: given his approach to defining both divine and human
attributes, it appears that this factor better explains his inclination toward affirming
equivocal predication. Yet this approach is not without serious difficulties, notably
(1) the conflation of concept and instance, and (2) the reduction of all divine
attributes to mere equivocality. The paper concludes that the meaningfulness of the
divine attributes, in Ibn Stna’s thought, can only be coherently defended through
the doctrine of specific gradation (tashkik khass). Otherwise, his treatment of the
issue must be considered incomplete and problematic.

Keywords: life, will, power, equivocality, general and specific gradation (tashkik
‘amm and tashkik khass)
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Research Article

Revisiting the Concept of Ittifag (Chance) in Peripatetic
Philosophy on the Basis of Fayz LahijT’s Views

Seyyed Reza Moazzen'
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Abstract

The concept of ittifag (chance) in Islamic philosophy—particularly within the
Peripatetic (mashsha ') tradition—has been the subject of careful philosophical
investigation. Fayz Lahij1, by returning to the views of Aristotle and Avicenna,
takes a critical stance against the interpretations of later Peripatetics and seeks to
revive an authentic Peripatetic reading of this notion. This issue is closely tied to
causality and teleology, and carries significant implications for understanding the
meaning of life. Centered on Lahiji’s perspective, this article pursues two aims:
first, to re-examine and critique later Peripatetic interpretations of ittifag; and
second, to clarify Avicenna’s role as LahijT’s point of reference in returning to an
Aristotelian approach. The study further shows how this re-reading reshapes the
philosophical understanding of final cause and accident. Adopting an analytical—
comparative method, the research first surveys the views of Peripatetics—from
Aristotle to al-Farabi and Avicenna—on itfifag, and then analyzes LahijT’s
critique of later figures and his defense of Avicenna. In this regard, particular
attention is given to Avicenna’s fundamental distinction between the “essential
cause” (sabab bi-al-dhat) and the “accidental cause” (sabab bi-al- ‘arad),
illustrated through examples such as “digging a well and unexpectedly finding
treasure.” Findings indicate that, following Avicenna, Lahiji does not regard
ittifag as something devoid of cause, but rather as an occurrence that takes place
under the shadow of the accidental cause and within the framework of final
causality. This Aristotelian—Avicennian interpretation is set in contrast to the
positions of later Peripatetics, who, in Lahiji’s view, had departed from the
original meaning. The study also demonstrates that returning to Avicenna’s
account not only resolves conceptual ambiguities surrounding ittifag, but also
forges a deeper connection between causality, teleology, and the meaning of life.

Keywords: iftifag (chance), final cause, accidental cause, Fayz Lahiji, sudfa
(fortuitous event), Peripatetic philosophy.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Islamic Theology, Jahrom
University, Fars, Iran. s.rmoazzen@yahoo.com
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Research Article
Critique of al-Ghazal’s Interpretation of Avicenna’s Alleged
References to Wine Consumption
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Abstract

Al-Ghazalt is among the most prominent critics of philosophy in the Islamic tradition.
He opposed philosophers through both theoretical and practical critiques, including
arguments for internal incoherence, external objections, and moral appraisals of
philosophers’ character and conduct. Among his accusations, al-Ghazali charges
Avicenna—regarded as the foremost representative of the philosophical current of
his era—with disregard for the rulings of the Shari‘a and with committing certain
sins, including wine consumption. This type of critique, which appeals to
psychological and emotional sentiments, had a strong impact on the general public,
whose acceptance or rejection of ideas was often influenced by their feelings toward
the thinker. Part of al-Ghazali’s case rests on phrases either written by Avicenna
himself or attributed to him. The central issue examined in this article is the evidential
weight and reliability of such references in substantiating al-Ghazal1’s claim. Using
an analytical approach, the study shows that: (1) the reports cited as evidence are
internally contradictory—for instance, they portray Avicenna simultaneously as
engaged in prayer, Qur’anic recitation, and seeking divine assistance in solving
scientific problems, while at the same time returning from the mosque to drink wine;
(2) the terms mashrith and sharab are semantically broad, encompassing not only
wine but also syrups, fruit juices, and medicinal mixtures, with no decisive reason to
interpret them as grape wine; and (3) juristic opinions regarding the prohibition or
permissibility of certain beverages, such as date wine, varied at the time, and based
on historical and legal context, the drink attributed to Avicenna and others may not
have been considered unlawful. Accordingly, these considerations render al-
Ghazal1’s interpretation questionable and open to serious doubt.

Keywords: al-Ghazali, critique of philosophy, critique of Avicenna, wine
(sharab), accusation of wine consumption.
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Abstract

The trajectory of family transformations in the modern world indicates fundamental
changes in its patterns and functions, a trend that appears to be weakening the
institution of the family. Consequently, family pathology has established itself as
an important field within family studies. This pathological approach has a long
history, with traces in the literature of classical sociologists as well as in the
practical philosophy of thinkers from ancient Greece to the Islamic Peripatetics.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is a comparative pathological analysis of the
family from the perspective of the Peripatetic school within Islamic practical
philosophy and Talcott Parsons' school of functionalism in sociology. This article
employs an analytical-documentary method, drawing upon established scholarly
books and sources. The results indicate that the most significant point of
convergence between these two approaches lies in their focus on family structure
and its role patterns. According to the Peripatetic philosophers, a disruption of the
family's role-based order and its sexual function is considered the primary source
of other pathologies and dysfunctions. Similarly, in Parsons' view, the cohesion and
solidarity of the family institution depend on differentiated role patterns for men
and women, although the two schools' interpretations of these patterns differ
substantively. Furthermore, the lack of a structural view of the obstacles facing the
family and the reduction of all harms to the internal and interpersonal challenges of
family members are evident in both approaches.

Keywords: family, family pathology, Ibn Sina, Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi,
Parsons.
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