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Abstract

The trajectory of family transformations in the modern world indicates fundamental
changes in its patterns and functions, a trend that appears to be weakening the
institution of the family. Consequently, family pathology has established itself as
an important field within family studies. This pathological approach has a long
history, with traces in the literature of classical sociologists as well as in the
practical philosophy of thinkers from ancient Greece to the Islamic Peripatetics.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is a comparative pathological analysis of the
family from the perspective of the Peripatetic school within Islamic practical
philosophy and Talcott Parsons' school of functionalism in sociology. This article
employs an analytical-documentary method, drawing upon established scholarly
books and sources. The results indicate that the most significant point of
convergence between these two approaches lies in their focus on family structure
and its role patterns. According to the Peripatetic philosophers, a disruption of the
family's role-based order and its sexual function is considered the primary source
of other pathologies and dysfunctions. Similarly, in Parsons' view, the cohesion and
solidarity of the family institution depend on differentiated role patterns for men
and women, although the two schools' interpretations of these patterns differ
substantively. Furthermore, the lack of a structural view of the obstacles facing the
family and the reduction of all harms to the internal and interpersonal challenges of
family members are evident in both approaches.

Keywords: family, family pathology, Ibn Sina, Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi,
Parsons.
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