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Abstract

The semantics of ethics, as a branch of moral philosophy, examines the meaning
of concepts such as humility. Peripatetic philosophers, following Aristotle’s
doctrine of the mean, regard virtue as a balance between extremes. From their
perspective, humility lies between the two vices of excess and deficiency in
modesty—namely, humiliation and arrogance. Some Peripatetics interpret
humility as an individual trait, while others explain it in relation to social status.
Each approach is further divided into three views: humility as an inner
disposition, as an external behavior, or as a combination of both. Within this
framework, both humiliation and arrogance are considered moral vices. In
contrast, Islamic ethics allows for certain exceptions: humiliation before God and
arrogance toward the arrogant or hostile enemies are considered praiseworthy.
Accordingly, humility must be defined in a way that encompasses these
dimensions. The most comprehensive definition of humility is modesty before
the Absolute Superior, whose true instance is humility before God. God’s
superiority is complete and real by virtue of His role as the giver of existence.
Other forms of humility derive their value from, and achieve their highest
perfection through, this fundamental humility before God.
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humiliation.
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